Conversation Starter

e Many people struggle to pray consistently. Why do you think that is? How has this
been true in your life?

e Read Luke 18:1-14. How is the widow’s persistence with the unjust judge both
similar and dissimilar from the Christian experience of prayer? What comparisons
and contrasts can be made between the Pharisee and the tax collector, especially in
how they pray?

® Read Matthew 6:5-15. Why do you think Jesus commands his followers to pray
when He says, “your Father already knows what you need before you ask him” (see
v. 8)?

e Read the excerpt below. What have been your experiences of unanswered prayer?
How have those experiences impacted your view of God, and conversely, how
did your view of God affect your attitude during those experiences? How can the
Christian community be a better source of encouragement and support during
those times?

Excerpt from: Prayer: Does it Make a Difference?  By: Philip Yancey

Yet these many accounts [of answered prayer] do not solve the problem of
unanswered prayer. To the husband who lost his wife in a plane crash, the testimony
of a survivor does little to encourage faith; to the family who lost a child to meningitis,
it brings no solace to hear of another child’s recovery. Many books on prayer include
a statement like this: “God always answers prayer, but sometimes No is the answer.”
| read that statement and then think of specific friends and relatives who received the
negative answer. Why? Were their prayers somehow deficient?
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Campus Specific

At the Leawood Campus

Today
8:30 AM: Prayer and Holy Communion (CR1)

9:00 AM: Corporate Worship
Kingdom Kids (Infants - 5th Grade)

10:45 AM: Corporate Worship
Kingdom Kids (Infants - 5th Grade)

High School Encounter
(The Crossing)

Middle School ROOT1
(The Crossing)

ABF, The Footprints of Messiah
(The Gathering Place)

5:00 PM: Five O’Clock Service
Kingdom Kids (Infants - K)

MOPS Childcare Workers:

We are looking for loving childcare
workers (paid and volunteer) for MOPS on
the first and third Wednesday mornings
of the month. If interested, please contact
Kathie Meyer at 913.205.5587.

Register Today for Fall Classes:
Biblical Theology begins

Sunday, Oct. 17, 9:00 AM;

Essentials of Marriage begins
Sunday, Sept. 12, 10:45 AM;

In Dialogue with the Arts begins
Sunday, Sept. 12, 10:45 AM;
Parenting for the Transformation of a
Child’s Heart begins

Sunday, Sept. 12, 9:00 AM.

Registration is available in the lobby
or at ccefc.org.

Welcome Team Members Needed:
The Welcome Team is in need of several
individuals to serve one Sunday a month
by handing out Welcome Folders and
greeting people. Serving on the team
also includes taking care of the black
notebooks after the service. If you are
interested, contact Larry or Peggy
Jurgensmeyer at 913.897.4423.

Shuttle Service for Student Ministries:
Shuttle Service to The Crossing on
Sundays leaves from the front entrance
of the Leawood Campus at 10:25 and
10:40 AM.

At the Olathe Campus
Today

9:00 AM: Corporate Worship
Kingdom Kids (Infants - 1st Grade)

10:45 AM: Corporate Worship
Kingdom Kids (Infants - 1st Grade)
Student Ministries (11655 Chestnut
St., Olathe, KS 60661)

Family Service:

There will be no programming for children
2nd grade through 5th grade today.

Take this time to worship as a family. All
elementary (1st-5th grades), please join
us next week downstairs as we begin our
fall programming.

Discovery 2:

Discovery 2 will be offered on Saturday,
September 18, 9-11 a.m. Brunch will be
served and childcare provided. Please
register at ccefc.org.

Weekday Childcare Workers:
We are looking for loving childcare
workers (paid and volunteer) for
Wednesday mornings and evenings
for the fall. If interested, please
contact Sheri Cain at 913.254.7461
for more information.

Student Ministries:

We invite all 6th—12th graders to join us
for our weekly Student Ministries events.
Sunday mornings we meet at 10:30 AM
in the upstairs entrance and drive to a
house nearby. Details at the Welcome
Center or cccstudents.com. Contact
Jarrod Heathcote at jarrodh@ccefc.org.

Notice to Parents: If the 3-digit number of your child’s check-in card appears on the Worship Center
screens during the service, please report to the Early Childhood Check-in desk (LC) or Welcome Center (OC).
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Our Church Family

Announcements

Baby Dedications-Date Change (LC):
We will have baby dedications on Sunday,
Sept. 12 (OC) and Sunday, Oct. 3 (LC).

If you would like to have your child(ren)
dedicated to the Lord, please contact
Lisa Brooks at the church office.

Discovery:

If you would like to learn more about
Christ Community Church, join us for
Discovery on Sunday, Sept. 12, from
5:00-7:00 PM (OC) or 6:30-8:00 PM
(LC). Pizza and childcare will be provided.
Please register at ccefc.org or the
Welcome Center.

Budget Preview Forum:

The Elders invite everyone to a Forum/
Budget Preview on Thursday, Sept. 23,
7:00 PM in Conference Room 1 (LC).

This forum provides opportunity for more
detailed information than is feasible at the
congregational meeting and allows ample
time for questions.

Congregational Meeting &

Dessert Fellowship:

Please plan to attend our annual
congregational meeting on Sunday,
September 26 at the Leawood Campus.
Members will be electing new elders and
voting on the annual budget. Copies of
the proposed budget are available at the
Welcome Center or download from the
Financial Update page at ccefc.org.

6:00 PM: Dessert Fellowship in lobby
6:15 PM: Childcare begins (birth-5th Gr.)
6:30 PM: Business Meeting

Childcare is available for children ages
birth through 5th grade. Parents need

to contact Cynthia Smith at cynthias@
ccefc.org to reserve childcare.

Financial Peace University:

This is a life-changing program by Dave
Ramsey that teaches you how to make
the right decisions with your money.

Our next FPU session will begin with an
orientation on Thursday, September 16 at
6:30 PM (LC) with the class beginning the
following week at the same time. The cost
of registration is $160, which includes

a retreat covering 5 sessions. For more
information visit ccefc.org.

Financial Update:

General giving currently totals almost
5% below our budget plan. With four
weeks to go in this fiscal year, we have
a “finish line” remainder of $540,000

to fulfill this year’s total of $4,418,000.
More financial information is available by
visiting ccefc.org > What’s Happening >
Financial Update.

Family and Care Ministries
families@ccefc.org

Birth Announcements:
Congratulations to Juan and Emily Lopez
on the birth of their son, Josue Daniel,
born August 30. Upon arrival he weighed
7 Ibs., 9 oz., and was 20 in. long. Josue is

welcomed by big sister, lliana, 19 months.

DivorceCare:

This thirteen-week video series provides
support and life-skills for the divorced

or separated. Class begins Sunday,
Sept. 12, at 9:00 AM (LC). You may

join the class at any session. The cost

of $15 includes the class workbook.
Scholarships are available. More
information and registration are available
at ccefc.org or by calling the church
office at 913.685.1161, ext. 162.

Children’s Ministries
children@ccefc.org

Kids Renaissance Begins Sept. 8:
Kids Renaissance is a foundational
Bible study for kids in 1st-5th grades
on Wednesdays, 6:30-8:15 PM, starting

September 8. Register at ccefc.org today.

Fall Programming:

Fall programming kicks off this Sunday
with new curriculum. Renaissance and
K’Motion start Wednesday, Sept. 8. Visit
ccefc.org/children for more information.

Student Ministries
students@ccefc.org

Visit cccstudents.com for more
information on all our great events. On
Sunday mornings, Middle School and
High School Ministries meet at The
Crossing (LC) and a local home (OC)
during the 10:45 worship service. See
back panels for details.

Young Adult Ministries
youngadults@ccefc.org

The Young Adult Community is a mix

of young singles, marrieds, and college
students. We meet on the 1st Tuesday
of every month for a meal together.
Contact Anthony at anthonyd@ccefc.org
for more information.

Women’s Ministries
women@ccefc.org

Registrations are now available for a
variety of Women’s Ministries studies and
events that occur throughout the week.
For more information or to register, visit
the lobby table or online at ccefc.org.

Extension Ministries
partners@ccefc.org

Compassion Sunday:

Compassion Sunday is coming soon!
On September 19 we will look at why
and how we can minister to orphaned or
impoverished people as we engage with
our special guest speaker, Gary Haugen,
of International Justice Mission. Also,
begin to pray today and consider if you
might be involved in sponsoring a child
through Compassion International.

Cristo Rey:

Cristo Rey is looking for new partners
for their work-study program—business
leaders who could hire a Cristo Rey
student to work one day per week.
Consider attending a lunch-hour
information meeting September 14,

12-1 PM. Contact Lindsey at lindseyl@
ccefc.org to learn more.

Mission Adelante:

Mission Adelante is ramping up for
their fall trimester outreach programs
and needs volunteers for their Latino &
Bhutanese ministries in the areas of adult
ESL, Kids Outreach Bible Studies, and
Elementary student tutoring. Join them
for a volunteer meeting on Saturday,
September 11 at 9 AM at Mission
Adelante. Contact Lindsey at lindseyl@
ccefc.org for more information.

Events

Upcoming Events
Sunday, September 12
Baby Dedications (OC)
Discovery

Saturday, September 18
Sara Groves Concert —
Benefiting New Hope Homes (LC)

Sunday, September 19
Compassion Sunday

Thursday, September 23
Congregational Forum (LC)

Sunday, September 26
Congregational Meeting (LC)

Sunday, October 3
Baby Dedications (LC)

This Week

Monday, September 6
Office Closed - Labor Day

For a complete listing of all
events go to ccefc.org.

Preschool

Awesome Kids Preschool (LC)
Monday - Friday, 9:00-11:30 AM
(extended days until 1:30 PM)

Kids Day Inn (LC)
Tuesday - Friday, 9:15 AM -1:30 PM

Church Contact Information

Church Office: 913.685.1161
Welcome Folder Input: wf@ccefc.org

Facility Scheduling:

scheduling@ccefc.org

For a complete list of Elders, Staff, and
Ministry Leaders, visit ccefc.org.

Notes

Title: Windows and Tax Collectors
Text: Luke 18:1-14

Today’s message is available at ccefc.org and as a podcast at ccefc.org/podcast.



